[image: A logo of a log loader and tractor

Description automatically generated]
The PLC is a non-profit educational association that was created in 1995 to represent logging and associated trucking contractors throughout the state of Maine. In May 2023, the membership voted to expand its presence to the Northeast region, including the state of Vermont.
Logging and the Forest Economy in Maine
The Maine forest products sector contributed an estimated $8 billion in output to the state’s economy in 2021. It employed some 14,563 people directly and is responsible for 33,538 jobs in total – one in every 24 jobs in Maine. An essential component of the industry is logging, and today, with Maine’s forest products industry competing in a global market, the significance of logging sector is growing.

· An estimated 3,100 individuals work directly in the logging industry (2021); including the induced and indirect effects of the logging industry in the state, the total number of people employed was 5,600.  Output related to direct employment in harvesting was $312 million and the total economic impact was over $582 million.
· The logging industry in Maine was in the midst of a reinvention process until the onset of COVID 19 and the digestor explosion at the Jay mill in April 2020.  As a result of mill closures, curtailments and inflation created by the response to COVID 19, we are estimating that Maine has lost 40% of its harvesting capacity and the layoff of nearly 1,000 people in harvesting and hauling since 2020.  

2025 Congressional Policy Agenda

A. Support for the Loggers Economic Assistance and Relief Act–– Introduced by Congressman Golden (D-ME) and Senator Susan Collins (R-ME), it is modeled after the PATHH legislation from 2020.  This bill would help loggers effected by severe storms and natural disasters and would provide income replacement for logging contractors equal to 10% of eligible gross lost revenue from the previous calendar year.   
B. Support for Federal Excise Tax (FET) Reduction/Elimination - H.R. 2424– Introduced by Congressman LaMalfa (R-CA) would eliminate the FET, which is a 12% sales tax imposed on the first retail sale of a truck, trailer, and semitrailer chassis and bodies. The funds derived from the FET are deposited in the Highway Trust Fund (HTF). The FET provides approximately 4.5% to 8.5% to the HTF depending on annual truck sales. The 12% retail FET tax is a deterrent to purchasing new fuel efficient vehicles. Other Co-Sponsors – Congressman Pappas (D-NH), Congressman LaHood (R-IL), Congressman Carbajal (D-CA), and Congressman Miller (R-OH).
C. Support for S.509 and H.R. 1193: Future Logging Careers Act – The legislation would allow teenage members of logging families to gain experience in the logging trade under parental supervision to help put them in a position to take over the family business.  The Future Logging Careers Act was introduced in February of 2025 by Senators Risch (R-Idaho), King (I-ME), Collins (R-ME), Crapo (R-ID), Sheehy (R-MT) and Representatives, Congressman Golden (D-ME), Congressman Thompson (R-Pa.), Congresswoman Pingree (D-ME), and Congressman Fulcher (R-ID).
D. Support for the Investment Tax Credit and BTU/America’s First Fuels Act – Consistent and expanded tax policy that will incntivize the creation of markets that utilize low grade wood is vital to the logging industry. 
E. National Loggers Day – October 12th each year should be remembered and celebrated for the role that loggers have in the United States.  In 2024 the bipartisan resolution for National Loggers Day was led by Senator Collins (R-ME) and Senator Baldwin (D-WI).
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